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the most important force to utilize the new discoveries of science
and to help to bring them from the laboratory to the market-place
and the home, was most ruthlessly condemned as capitalistic, as
the exploiter of the sweat and the blood and the brain of the many
for the exclusive benefit of the few. Even its political ideal of
democracy and parliamentary government, which has been accepted
as the highest embodiment of the political genius and inspiration of
the race, was severely criticized as the historical accompaniment of
the capitalistic system, as the instrumentality of the rich and the
strong for the government and oppression of the poor and the
weak, and as a wasteful and inefficient system better suited for the
division of spoils than for the effective ordering of society and the
State" (ibid., p. 41).

Mr. Hu Shih notes how "all the values have been turned upside
down" (ibid., p. 42). But the change is not complete nor uniform.
Monarchies and republics, parliamentary and presidential democ-
racies, personal and proletarian dictatorships exist together within
the West itself. And so do capitalism and communism; religion and
science; nationalism and internationalism; industry and agriculture.
All are apparently equally entitled to be called integral parts of
"Western Civilization." When, for instance, the question is asked,
should the East be Westernized, which of these contradictory
alternatives is meant? Western Civilization has not been an inte-
grated pattern to be accepted or rejected as a whole. Not even a
single people during the last few centuries, nor all the peoples of
the West at any one time, much less all the people all the time, have
had a uniform pattern of civilization which could be easily identi-
fied as Western Civilization. It has been more like a mechanical
mixture of the most varied and even contradictory ingredients,
rather than a chemical compound with definite ingredients com-
bined in definite proportions and having definite properties. The
elements that go to form Western Civilization are not all linked
together. In the process of diffusion, they do not all stick together.
Under the circumstances, it would be feasible to discuss the origin,
the diffusion and the evaluation of each culture trait and culture
complex but not of Western or Eastern civilisation.